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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 HAVANA 03042 010003Z 
ACTION ARA-15 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CG-00 DOTE-OO L-03 PM-05 CIAE-00 
INR-10 NSAE-00 OES-09 EB-08 /051 W 

061997 011628Z/43 

R 291607Z SEP 78 
FM USINT HAVANA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3387 
SEVENTH CGD MIAMI FLA 

UNCLAS HAVANA 3042 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: MILI CU 

SUB J : COAST GUARD BORDER GUARD COMMUNICATIONS 

1 . MINISTRY OF FOREIGN RELATIONS (BIEVENIDO GARCIA) TOLD 
USINT OFFICER, SEPTEMBER 28, THAT CUBAN BORDER GUARDS WERE 
CONFUSED AND ACTION WAS DELAYED BY RECEIPT OF MESSAGES FROM 
SEVENTH COAST GUARD DISTRICT OVER AFTN DURING RECENT DC-3 
SEARCH AND RESCUE EFFORT.BORDER GUARDS REQUEST EXCLUSIVE USE OF 
TELEX. 

2. USINT NOTES THAT COAST GUARD TRAFFIC INITIALLY SENT 

TO HAVANA BY TELEX, AND THAT AFTN ONLY USED AFTER RECEIPT 
FROM BORDER OF GUARD TRAFFIC ON AFTN. THIS MAY 
REFLECT TELEX MALFUNCTIONING OR CONFUSION ON CUBAN SIDE. 

3. SUGGEST THAT SEVENTH COAST GUARD DISTRICT COMMUNICATE 
WITH BORDER GUARDS BY TELEX AND CONFIRM OUR UNDER- 
STANDING THAT THEY PREFER TO RELY EXCLUSIVELY ON TELEX. 

GOAST GUARD MAY WISH TO POINT OUT THAT RECEIPT OF CUBAN 
MESSAGES ON AFTN DURING DC-3 SEARCH EFFORT LED COST 
GUARD TO RESPOND ON THAT CIRCUIT. IN PARALLEL WITH TELEX. 

LANE 
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